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Discussion Item Naming of the Community Center Complex 

Background On July 5, 2005, Howard Kohn, Chair of the Community Center Liaison Committee, 
addressed the City Council regarding the name of the Community Center complex.  
Mr. Kohn advised the City Council that the Committee recommended that the com-
plex be renamed “Takoma Center”, with the phrase “Sam Abbott Community Cen-
ter” over the front door of the Municipal Building. 
 
Following Mr. Kohn’s comments, Rino Aldrighetti addressed the City Council about 
this matter.  Mr. Aldrighetti stated that he would like for Sam Abbott’s name to con-
tinue to be associated with the Municipal Building, as well as the use of the word 
“citizen.” 
 
Lynn Bradley also addressed the City Council about the name of the Community 
Center complex.  Ms. Bradley endorsed use of the phrase “citizens center” in the 
name.  She also commented that “Takoma Center” suggests that the facility is lo-
cated in Takoma, DC. 
 
To date, the City Council has taken no official position on the name of the Commu-
nity Center complex.  The name of the complex must be resolved for both insurance 
and signage purposes. 

Policy The City Council previously adopted Resolution No. 1991-27 concerning the name 
of the Municipal Building.  This resolution authorized use of the phrase “Sam Abbott 
Citizens’ Center, which was to be placed beneath the words City of Takoma Park 
Municipal Building. 

Fiscal Impact None   

Attachments Copy of Resolution No. 1991-27  

Recommendation The District of Columbia operates a recreational facility known as the Takoma Rec-
reation Center, which is located at 3rd and Van Buren Streets, NW.  Staff recom-
mends that Takoma Park be incorporated into the name of the Community Center 
complex to avoid confusion with this facility, as well as to better clarify the facility’s 
association with the City of Takoma Park.   

Special 
Consideration 

Chapter 2.04 of the Code of the City of Takoma Park makes reference to the City of 
Takoma Park Municipal Building and the Sam Abbott Citizens’ Center.  Depending 
on the name selected by the City Council, an amendment to the Code may be re-
quired. 

 




